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March 21, 2009Forum Report

SenatoiTim Owens, Representative Lisa Benlon, Representative Dolores Fartddoyselhelda public
forum in the Overland Pafilatt Ross Community Centérom 10:0611:30 a.mon March21, 2009. Items

L RERE,

dscussed included the AFAIR Tax System, 0 the educa
belt law, and immigration. Please join us for our next forum on April 18, 2D08ctions (Ctrl and Click)
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Session New¥Veek 10: March 16-20, 2009

In This Issue(For easy navigation, press Ctrl and Click on desired link heading for more details)

e This Week at the Statehous@/e are inching closer to theanf the 2009 regular session, with just two
weeks to go before First Adjournment. This was the last week for committees to pass out bills, although it is
important to keep in mind bills that never received a hearing (or were never worked) may sillvéyd
onto legislation as amendments or provisos.

e FY 2010 Budget Updat& he primary source of controversy in the development of the FY 2010 budget has
been the utilization of federal stimulus dollars. Kansas has the opippttureceive hundreds of millions in
aid for a variety of expenses, including K12 edu
education. In order to qualify for these funds, however, Kansas must meet certain requirementsekT his we
many on the House Appropriations Committee voted not to accept federal dollars on some items (such as
chil drenbés health insurance, or SCHIP) and then
qualifying for stimulus dollars (such adK funding).

e Smoking Ban bill tabled in House, but still al\Rroponents of the statewide smoking ban bill may have to
hold their breath until next yeards Legisleati ve
were squashed on Wednesd&jthough the Bill passed the Senate P& earlier this year, the House
committee for Health and Human Services tabled the Bill until more information becomes available about
the proposal.Because Friday is the final day foommittees to meet this year however, it is unlikely that the
committee will have time to reconsider the bill this session in the House.

e Minimum Wage bill passes out of committee, headed to House @@ of the most importaevents of the
week was the passage of Senate Bill 160 out of the House Commerce and Labor Committee. This bill, whict
proposes to increase the state minimum wage for the first time since 1988, will now head to the House floor
for full consideration.

e Primary Seatbelt law stalls in HouskKansas will lose a onéme federal grant of at least $11.2 million and
an annual appropriation of nearlyabhali 1 | i on dol l ars i f it doesndt ha
Juned0, the Kansas Department of Transportation reported on Wedne3ddsebruary 19, the Senate
passed Senate Bill 59, which would enact aragéls primary seat belt law. But the bill, now in the House, is
now at risk of not being considered.

e Attorney General warns consumers about stimulus scEmesConsumer Protection Division of the Kansas
Attorney General dés office issued a warning this
obtain financial informationrato steal the identities of victims, these scams aim to falsely convince
consumers that they have qualified for a portion of President Obama's economic stimulus package.

e Kansas Board of Regents proposes tuition freElze Karsas Board of Regents has unanimously approved a
plan that would freeze state university tuition costs for Kansas residents for th2@@&academic year.

The plan, which would also address important campus deferred building maintenance projectiseacross t
state, will be possible if the Legislature limits Fiscal Year 2010 higher education budget reductions to no
more than 7%, and the State receives higher edueaiated funds from the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act (ARRA).

eSenate Bill would permit s aPatronedflochltatmers madketswiillibe at
able to purchase bottled wine beginning next year, if Senate Bill 218 is signed into law. Senate Bill 218,
would amend the Kansas Liquor i@l Act to allow wine producers to sell unopened bottled wines one day
per week at approved Kansas farmers markets.

Page 2



In This Issue(continued) (For easy navigation, press Ctrl and Click on desired link heading for more
details)

e Proposal to abolish death penalty sent back to commites three hours of debate in the Senate earlier
this week, a proposal to abolish the death penalty in Kansas has been sent back to committee, likely killing it
for the 2009 legislatie session. The bill would have repealed the crime of capital murder in Kansas and
would remove the death penalty as a sentencing option after July 1, 2009. Instead, those convicted of
premeditated murder would be subject to life imprisonment withoutdblsibility of parole.

e Keep in Touch

e Family Matters

e Useful numbers

This Week at the Statehouse

We are inching closer to the end of the 2009 regular session, with just gke teego before First

Adjournment. This was the last week for committees to pass out bills, although it is important to keep in mind
bills that never received a hearing (or were never worked) may still find a way onto legislation as amendments
Or provise . Not hi ng ever r-therd areyalwdyslopporsunities for bilts to eesu€céapei t o |
This can good or badédepending on the issue!

Next week both the House and Senate will be on the floor all day for most days in an effort to gét as muc
done as possible before the end of the regular session. Week 12 will be busy as well but will also include a lot
of down time while we wait for conference committee reports. | will keep you posted as we work through
important legislation. Things terid move quickly in the last two weeks before Drop Dead Day, as any bill

that has not passed both House and Senate chambers can no longer be debated after this deadline (although
certain bills, such as the budget, are exempt).

FY 2010 Budget Update: Saing through stimulus dollars

The House Appropriations Committee kept busy this week debating House Bill 2373, which is the FY 2010
mega budget bill. This bill makes many changes to the budget proposal put forth by the Governor in January
and resulted indated debate.

The primary source of controversy in the development of the FY 2010 budget has been the utilization of
federal stimulus dollars. Kansas has the opportunity to receive hundreds of millions in aid for a variety of

expenses, includingK12edwmt i on, transportation, childrends he:
to qualify for these funds, however, Kansas must meet certain requirements. This week, many on the House
Appropriations Committee voted not to accept federal dollar®amne i t ems (such as chil

insurance, or SCHIP) and then made cuts in other areas that will prevent Kansas from even qualifying for
stimulus dollars (such as K12 funding).

Bel ow | have pr-bwiisdseude ab rneoarked ofiw mktEsuweek intheddouset r ans pi r
Appropriations Committee. We are expected to debate the budget bill on Monday; | will update you on any
changes next week. Please be aware that the budget bill passed out of committee rejects a significant amount
of money from tle federal government. Although the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act cannot serve
as our final solution to the budget crisis (we must still make cuts and scale back), it can serve as a lifeboat in a
budget year that will otherwise sink our state andmost important investments. Stimulus money cannot
stimulate our economy unless that money is utilized. To reject it is both senseless and irresponsible.
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K-12 Education

The federal guidelines for receiving X stimulus money are cleave must not cut below the 2008 funding
level. To make any cuts exceeding this level will seriously jeopardize our opportunity to receive the financial
help. Nonetheless, some on the House Appropriations Committee voted to cut the base state aid per pupil
(BSAPP) by an additional $33 (for a total $66 cut). This is well below what was allocated for 2008 and
coincidently the same reduction attempted earlier in the year that was line item vetoed by the Governor.

2 - :

|
il

Shawnee MissioBoard President, Donna Bysfield, Shawnee Mission Superintendent, Gene Johnson and
Blue Valley Superintendent Tom Trigg met with a number of legislators, myself included on Saturday
morning, March 2F'to discuss the impact of th€-12 state budget cuts otheir districts.

We have already endured this battle once this session: a $66 BSAPP cut would be detrimental to school
districts across the state. It will force school distrietpecially rural school$o cut programs, lay off

teachers and will drartiaally decrease the quality of public education. We cannot balance the budget on the
backs of Kansas school children. Il will stand ada
education in jeopardy.

Unemployment Insurance

The American Recary and Reinvestment Act will provide an important opportunity to expand
unemployment benefits to Kansans struggling to make ends meet. This is not part of the budget bill
specifically, but it does require legislative action in order to qualify for tBenfiBion in federal money.

House Bill 2374, which received a hearing in the House Commerce and Labor Committee this week, would
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lengthen the period of employment that can be considered in deciding whetheofdwadker is eligible for

benefts. It would also allow workers to receive unemployment benefits if they voluntarily leave their jobs to
care for a sick or disabled member of their immediate family. These are minor legislative changes that will
increase the number of workers eligible tmemployment benefits. The bill has not been worked as of yet,

but must be acted upon soon in order to get unemployed Kansans (the most in 25 years) assistance to pay for
basic necessities.

Higher Education

Last week, the House Appropriations Committeted to reject money for our universities, community
colleges and technical collegeBhis money would have gone toward holding off projected tuition increases
and the creation of jobs through repairing crumbling buildings on our campbse®ntly, here are over

$700 million in deferred maintenance projects at our higher education institutions awaiting repair.

SCHI P (Childrenés Health I nsurance)

Although it is not directly a part of the stimulus package, Kansas has the opportunity to receivelédidesal

for childrendés health insurance. Unfortunately,
Governord6s recommendation to take advantage of th
would have provided health ingunce for 8,000 additional childrefThis decision was particularly troubling,

as most of the Legislature last year voted to fund this program if new federal dollars were doled out to the
states.Now that it has been federally authorized, many legislatoosse to go back on their vote, leaving
thousands of children without insurance coverdgé. we do not wutilize these f
health insurance, they cannotdicated elsewhere in the Kansas budget and will be forfeited tostdtes.

Smoking Ban Bill tabled in House, but still alive

Proponents of the statewide smoking ban bill may
session, as their hopes of Senate Bill 25 passing the House were squashed on Wedhbsdaf the Bill

passed the Senate-28 earlier this year, the House committee for Health and Human Services tabled the Bill
until more information becomes available about the prop&atause Friday is the final day for committees

to meet this year howey, it is unlikely that the committee will have time to reconsider the bill this session in
the House.

As | have said before, however, nothing ever real
on the smoking bill, the Senate Commece mmi t t ee padgoe&©d bal igathat makes
concurrence-apmpgeei bl el siut the | anguage of a bil/l
turning it into an entirely new piece of legislation. The gutted bill would prohiéé@ansmoking in public

pl aces except for casinos, some bars, tobacco sho
that once the bill passes the Senate, the House could just make a motion to concur, sending the bill to the
governor for ler signature or veto.

A statewide smoking ban proposal originally emerged from the Kansas Health Policy Authority as one method
for i mproving Kansasod6 health care system. Al t hou
gained significatly more support since its original introduction in 2008. If it fails to pass this year, it is highly
likely that the proposal will reappear in 2010.

Minimum wage bill passes out of committee, heads to the House floor for consideration

One of the mosgmportantevents of the week was the passage of Senate Bill 160 out of the House Commerce
and Labor Committee. This bill, which proposes to increase the state minimum wage for the first time since
1988, will now head to the House floor for full considena
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The committee did make two amendments to the original bill. One amendment allows newly hired employees
who are less than 20 years of age to be paid $4.25 an hour during the first 90 days of employment. However,
employers may not take taan to displace an employéer the purpose of hiring another individual at the wage
authorized.

The second amendment gives the Secretary of Labor the authority to adopt rules and regulations consistent
with and not less than the minimum wage establislyethe Federal Fair Labor Standards Act, effective
January 1, 2010.

The amended bill allows the state to be more consistent with the Federal Labor Standards Act. Moving the
authority to adjust minimum wage from the Legislature to the Secretary of Ledistsahe state in its goal to
follow with federal law.

Primary seatbelt law stalls

Kansas will lose a oneéme federal grant of at least $11.2 million and an annual appropriation of nearly a half
million dollars i1 f |t awiopaserbyJune3Q theeKarsas Ppepartmentoy s e a't
Transportation reported on Wednesday.

On February 18, the Senate passed Senate Bill 59, which would enact-agesiiprimary seat belt law. But
the bill, now in the House, is now at risk of not beingsidered.

The primary law would allow officers to stop a vehicle solely for a seat belt violation. The current law is
primary for those under }gearsold, but only secondary for all others, which means adult drivers cannot be
stopped solely for a seaglbviolation.

Under provisions of the federal transportation program set to expire this year, states that have enacted a
primary seat belt law by June"3eceive a ondéime payment from the federal government. Kansas will
receive $11.2 million if it psses a primary law and could receive more if other states forfeit their grant by
failing to pass such a law.

One million dollars of the grant must be used on behavioral education programs and the remainder can be use
on highway projects. In additiothe state would receive $465,000 annually for having a primary law.

Kansas has a seat belt usage rate of about 77 percent, considerably lower than the 87 percent compliance rat
of states that have a primary law. Based on KDOT estimates, Kansas cadttexpave a 10 percent
increase in seat belt usage after passage of a primary law.

Two-thirds of those who die in traffic crashes in Kansas were not wearing seat belts. In fact, the Kansas
Highway Patrol reported that 30 out of the 39 people killezhiautomobile accident this year were not
wearing a seat belt.

Below are some facts about primary seat belt laws, which you may find interesting:
$ 85 percent of all medical costs incurred by crash victims fall on society, not the individuals

involved.
< Medicare, Medicaid and other taxpayanded sources pay 24 percent of these costs.
< When crash victims are unbuckled, their medical treatment costs are 50 percent higher.

$ In 2004, fatal and injury crashes cost Kansans nearly $3 billion.

$ Nationally, employer health care spending on crash injuries is nearly $8 billion every year.
Another $9 billion is spent on sick leave and life and disability insurance for crash victims.
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$ Increasing the national safety belt use rate to 90 percent waddg® an economic savings of
about $8.8 billion annually.

$78.4 percent of Kansas® mot or i araefiurctimes highera f f i
than in urban locations

$61.5 percent of those who diesra@ned n Kansas cr a

$ When worn correctly, seat belts have been proven to reduce the risk of fatal injury-sefiont
passenger car occupants by 45 percemtd by 60 percent in pickup trucks, SUVs and minivans.

Attorney General warns consumers about stimws scams

The Consumer Protection Division of the Kansas At
recent economic stimulus scams. In an effort to obtain financial information or to steal the identities of victims,
these scams aim to falgedonvince consumers that they have qualified for a portion of President Obama's
economic stimulus package.

Some reported scams have appeared asip@us on popular web sites such as Google and Facebook,
advertizing that individuals may qualify for gtarof up to $25,000. When people click on the ad they are

directed to scam Web sites suchép://www.presidentobamagrants.coon/

http://www.jessicasmoneldiy.com/ Viewers are told that they may obtain information for accessing stimulus
funds for a small fee by credit card. The consumers are then enrolled in a trial membership and later billed for
hundreds, sometimes thousands of dollars if they failnoatavithin a certain amount of time. Often the

consumer is completely unaware that they are enrolled in the membership program until the charges appear ol
credit card statements.

Another form of the scam may appear imail messages. Consumers are senémail stating that they have
qualified for a grant. The consumer must then provide their bank account information so that the grant may be
deposited directly into their account. The scammers will proceed to drain money out of the victim's account or
they may use the victim's personal information to commit identity theft.

To avoid becoming a victim, never open unidentifietials or click on links promising free money. If you
believe you have fallen victim to a stimulus scam, contact the Consuntecti®no Division at 1(800) 432
2310 or report the scam to the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) at 1(8743%B2Consumers may also
visit the FTC's Web site attp://www.ftc.gov/

Board of Regents supports one year tuition freeze

The Kansas Board of Regents has unanimously approved a plan that would freeze state university tuition costs
for Kansas residents for the 20R010 academic year. The plan, which would also address important campus
deferred building maintenance projects acrosssthte, will be possible if the Legislature limits Fiscal Year

2010 higher education budget reductions to no more than 7%, and the State receives higher-sslatadion

funds from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA).

The Boar dudsd palldnocvaat e $9.6 million in federal stir
i nstitutions for deferred building maintenance pr
$40 million i n f eder aulblichigherradutatios institutiond for défesredtbhildgings t a t

maintenance projects and tuition cost mitigation, which would make thgeamestate university tuition freeze
for Kansas residents possible.

| fully support this plan. Facing a harsh financ@ieicast, a tuition freeze will help thousands of Kansas
families afford to send their kids to college without breaking the bank. Addressing important deferred
maintenance projects at our state universities and community colleges will also stimulatetmeyeoy
creating new, higipaying jobs for local workers.
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Senate Bill would permit sale of bottled wine at
Patrons of local farmers markets will be able to purchase bottled wine beginning next year, if Senate Bill 218 is
signed nto law. Senate Bill 218, would amend the Kansas Liquor Control Act to allow wine producers to sell
unopened bottled wines one day per week at approved Kansas farmers markets.

Under the bill, fAfarmer ds mar ket tthatvissubjed to imspection ky n y
the Department of Agriculture. Cereal malt beverages and alcoholic liquor would be strictly prohibited from
sale, as would unopened wine containers (such as wine by the glass).

Proponents of the bill included the Dejmaent of Commerce and several local wineries. The bill was received
and introduced on the House floor just yesterday. Should it be passed, the bill will be sent directly to the
governorods desk.

Proposal to abolish death penalty sent back to committee

After three hours of debate in the Senate earlier this week, a proposal to abolish the death penalty in Kansas
has been sent back to committee, likely killing it for the 2009 legislative session. The bill would have repealed
the crime of capital murder iansas and would remove the death penalty as a sentencing option after July 1,
20009. Instead, those convicted of premeditated murder would be subject to life imprisonment without the
possibility of parole. Individuals who received the death penalty mrithi$ date would still have been subject

to the death penalty. During the floor debate, however, a group of senators cited a need for further study on the
iIssue and voted to send the bill back to the Senate Judiciary Committee.

Sources vary as to thes@ial effect of this bill would have had in Kansas. The Board of Indigents Defense
Services estimated a savings of over $700,000 for FY 2010. The Office of Judicial Administration, the Office
of the Attorney General, and the Judicial Counsel, howeveaemited no fiscal effect.

While the death penalty has been argued against for years on moral grounds, this year the budget crunch

elicited a more practical argument from proponents, who say capital crimes are too expensive to litigate. A
2003 Kansasegislative audit found that the estimated median cost of a case in which the death penalty was
given is approximately 70% more than raeath penalty murder cases ($1.26 million compared to $740,000).

Opponents of the bill, including Attorney General\&t&ix, argued that cost should never be a factor when
sentencing the statebs worst criminals and that o
of heinous crimes.

Although it has not carried out an execution since 1965, Kaasadated the death sentence in 1994. Ten
convicted felons in Kansas currently await the death penalty.

Keep in Touch

It is a special honor to serve as your state representative. | value and need your input on the various issues
facing state governmenPlease feel free to contact me with your comments and questions. My office address
is Room49, Docking State Office Building, Topeka, KS 66612. You can reach me at (785)628®r call

the legislative hotline at-800-432-3924 to leave a message foe. Additionally, you can-enail me at
Gene.Rardi@house.ks.govYou can also follow the legislative session onling\atv.kslegislature.org
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Family Matters

On March 3
our family was
pleased to
welcomea new
addition,
grandniece,
Trinity Marie
Mairs, shown
here with her
mother, Tarah
Mairs.
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